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pumping, high-speed advanced driving,
courtesy of impact partners Volkswagen. It
was a great way of starting the morning’s

programme with something a little South African
. Women Entrepreneurs
dlfferent. Job Creators Report

)
|
The November
Lioness Lean In
event programme
got off to a different
start in Centurion,
South Africa, in addition to the usual programme format LIONESS DATA / AFAWA REPORTS
that women entrepreneurs have come to know and
love. Thanks to Lionesses of Africa’s great impact
partners, Volkswagen South Africa, who hosted the o 0tonesses
morning’s event, attendees were given the chance to s B Business
el T Report & Index

experience a once in a lifetime driving experience at the 2022

_Im DOWNLOAD THE REPORTS

VW Training Academy. An adrenaline pumping, high-

speed driving gymkhana was set up around a parking
Lioness Data Supportad by

lot maze, conducted by a team of professionally trained it
Volkswagen Driving Academy instructors in some of

Read or Download Report
their most beautiful, high performance GTL vehicles. It

was a thrilling start to the moming’s programme, and

definitely one of the most memorable.

By using this website, you agree to our use of cookies. We use cookies to provide you with a great experience
and to help our website run effectively.

https://www lionessesofafrica.com/blog/2018/11/5/south-africas-women-entrepreneurs-get-a-high-powered-start-to-the-lioness-lean-in-event-in-centurion

2/12


https://issuu.com/lionessesofafrica/docs/2022-business-confidence-report?fr=sM2JiMjU1NTQ2Nzc
https://issuu.com/lionessesofafrica/docs/2022-business-confidence-report?fr=sM2JiMjU1NTQ2Nzc

12/06/2023, 14:51

South Africa’s women entrepreneurs get a high-powered start to the Lioness Lean In event in Centurion — Lionesses of Africa

Following the driving experience, the 120 women

entrepreneur attendees were then treated to breakfast

and networking, before the Lioness Lean In event got

underway in earmest. Melanie Hawken, founder and ceo

of Lionesses of Africa, welcomed everyone 1o the event

and introduced the executive team from VWSA who

were co-hosting the event. Meredith Kelly, the VW

Marketing and Communications Manager was first to

the podium to officially welcome everyone to the VW

Training Academy, before formally introducing Martina

Biene, Head of Volkswagen Brand who has recently

joined VWSA and who expressed the company’s

interest in further building the brand amongst women

business owners. She was followed by Chrystal

Christian, Head of VW's Customer Experience Centre.

)
G 74
Amanda Sibiya  Michelle Rumbel... Thokozile Mang...
One of the highlights of the Lioness Lean In breakfast
events is always having the opportunity to hear from LIONESS DATA / AFAWA PLAYBOOKS
other women entrepreneurs about how they have built
their successful businesses and brands. Kickstarting
this section of the programme was magazine publishing D —

entrepreneur, Amanda Sibiya, founder of Hadithi, a

wonderful new magazine and storytelling platform. She

shared her journey of being a serial entrepreneur in a ) . Futu re
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Lioness Data

whether they are busy at work, exercising in the gym, or

relaxing at home. Wrapping up the entrepreneur story

A @ninion of Lionesses of Aica Pubiic Benait Corporation

sharing for the moming was Thokozile Mangwiro,

founder of Nilotiqua, a wonderful specialist haircare
Read or Download Playbook

brand that has recently launched into mainstream retall
through the Clicks retail group. Thokozile shared her Reports produced by Lionesses of Africa and financed by

unigue story of the challenges of building a brand and African Development Bank's Affirmative Finance Action for

, ) , Women in Africa (AFAWA) initiative
getting a major retailer on board to reach greater

markets. Her story was both inspirational and insightful.

A popular new
feature of the

Lioness Lean

In events is the Nzeka Biyela Michelle Smith
Lioness

Colab where

women entrepreneurs who are creating exciting new
products and services by collaborating with others are
showcased to the audience. On this occasion it was
the turn of highly experienced entrepreneur Michelle
Smith, founder of Woven Bark Studios, a specialist
corporate and personal luxury gifting company, to
introduce her company and products. Michelle spoke
about her passion for supporting other entrepreneurs by
sourcing from them a selection of beautiful, handcrafted
products for her luxury gift-boxes, which are purchased
by big corporates who want to give personalized gifts to

their valued employees and clients.

The final highlight of the morming came with the Lioness
Launch feature in the programme, which provides a

nowertl il platform for women entrenreneatl irs to latinch
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Nzeka shared the story of how Sugarbird Gin came to
be launched in the market and introduced a beautiful MATEST PORCAST EPISODE
new gift box for the festive season containing a bottle of
Sugarbird, an artisan mixer, and some innovative festive
gin shot baubles. The audience were then given the

opportunity to experience the new Sugarbird Gin brand

o LIONESSES OF AF...

for themselves with a live gin tasting session.

The moming'’s
programme

was wrapped

up by Privacy policy
Lionesses of LIONESSES OF AFRICA - The Business of Funding Podcast - ...
Africa CEO,

Melanie Hawken, who returned to the podium to share . .
The Business of Funding Ep.4 features:
news of forthcoming Lionesses of Africa initiatives and
. Sarah Dusek, co-founder, Enygma Ventures on
events for women entrepreneurs. A prize draw followed, o ‘ ,
the latest call for applications in April 2022 to

with gifts being donated by Nilotiga, Hadithi, Liviya,
Woven Bark Studios, Sugarbird Gin, and Gone Rural,

The highlight of the prize draw was a special prize

her investment fund for high growth women
entrepreneurs in Southern Africa. Sarah is joined
, . by two award winning women fintech
donated by Volkswagen SA of a moming's high , .
entrepreneurs from Zambia. Chilufya Mutale,
powered advanced driving course with a specialist , , ,
. o . founder of Premier Credit; and Evelyn Kaingu,
instructor from the VWSA Training Academy. Martina ‘
co-founder of Lupiya.
Biene, Head of Volkswagen Brand, presented the prizes

to all the lucky winners.

The event ended with more networking and the chance

for women entrepreneurs to visit the display stands of LIONESS WEEKENDER
each of the women entrepreneur speakers and MAGAZINE

presenters. It was definitely one of the most memorable

Lioness Lean In events this year.
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Olatowun Candide-Johnson, a Nigerian
entrepreneur empowering women
business leaders
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Mdrcia Dima Jone, a Mozambican
entrepreneur building an organic
fertilizer business

Ruth Butaumocho, a Zimbabwean
entrepreneur building a specialist rock
drilling and blasting business

Ashalia Maharajh, a South African
business and life coach, helping the
country’s youth fulfill their potential
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corporate gifting and branding
business

Maura Cumba, a Mozambican
entrepreneur building a multi-faceted
microfinance business

Sizolwenkosi Mazolo, a Zimbabwean
entrepreneur building a value-add
agro-processing business

More Startup Stories —

Would you like to share your own
startup story? We've made it really

easy for you - just click here to get

started
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Beyond their day jobs in the world of
Tech, 7 women unpack their private
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‘why’
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Originate, Motivate, Innovate: 7 Steps
for Building a Billion Dollar Network by
Shelly Omiladé Bell

A customer-led
approach for driving
predictable,
recurring revenue

Forget the Funnel: A Customer-Led
Approach for Driving Predictable
Recurring Revenue by Georgiana Laudi
and Claire Suellentrop
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