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Sugarbird Gin - infused with the spirit of
entrepreneurship

The craft gin trend is on the rise with a staggering R700m contributed to the collective
R19bn spirits industry in SA in 2015. It has been predicted that gin alone will contribute
R1bn to the economy during the 2017 financial year. The number of local distilleries has
grown from 19 in 2014 to 30 in 2016 in efforts of keeping up with the increasing thirst for
juniper juice.

New kid on the craft gin block, Sugarbird Gin, was born out of an entrepreneurial wish to
bring affordable and delicious gin to all. The product is infused with locally-sourced floral
fynbos, and through partnering with larger distilleries ensures it remains accessibly priced.

Inspiring and supporting entrepreneurship

The Sugarbird Gin team is also using the business as a means to sponsor aspiring
entrepreneurs. They've joined forces with the Koi Group to enhance entrepreneurs skills to
assist them to developed and launch their own innovative projects. It is the goal of Koi is to
help people create a better world, especially by growing young entrepreneurs, solving
social issues and building inclusive economies across Africa.

RETAIL NEWS SOUTH AFRICA
NEWS PRESSOFFICES COMPANIES JOBS EVENTS OPINION PEOPLE MULTIMEDIA MY BIZ

News Company news In briefs New appointments New business Latest newsletter Most read

Subscribe to industry newsletters
EMAIL ADDRESS HERE >

MOST READ
7 DAYS  30 DAYS  BY INDUSTRY

Airlink to take Hot 1027
Breakfast to new heights

Berea Pharmacy acquired by
Dis-Chem Group

#TheTownshipCXReport: Brands
scale down product sizes to
entice budget conscious
consumers
KARABO LEDWABA

Beloved TV icon Derek Watts
takes a break to prioritise health

Carboardeaux move over, meet
Journey's End x Interpunkt's new
wine range in paperboard
bottles

Savanna presents 'Trevor Noah
Live in South Africa' and some
last-minute tickets up for grabs

SHOW MORE

SEARCH JOBS

Search keywords

All Provinces

SEARCH JOBS NOW >>

TOP STORIES

ADVERTISE YOUR JOB AD ON BIZCOMMUNITY

• Single job ad
• Prepaid discount package
• Recruiter package

SUBMIT A JOB AD >>

17 OCT 2017 SAVE | EMAIL | PRINT |  PDF   

›

LET'S DO BIZ

SOUTH AFRICA RETAIL SECTIONSEARCH  SUBSCRIBE RATE CARD SUBMIT NEWS CONTACT MY ACCOUNT

Subscribe to daily business
and company news across 19

industries

Your email address SUBSCRIBE ×

https://www.bizcommunity.com/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/CompanyNews/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Companies/196/160/mc-0.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/JobIndustries/196/1.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Events/196/160/provid-0.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContributorArticles/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/People/196/11.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Multimedia/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/NewsFeed.aspx
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Articles/196/160/.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/CompanyNews/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/InBriefs/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/PeopleNews/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Accounts/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Newsletters/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/MostReadArticles/196/160.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/advertise/contactus
https://www.bizcommunity.com/advertise/contactus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bizcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/Bizcommunity
http://instagram.com/bizcommunity
https://www.bizcommunity.com/AboutRSS.aspx?l=196&c=160
https://www.bizcommunity.com/MostReadArticles/196/1/days-7.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/MostReadArticles/196/1/days-30.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/IndustryList.aspx?rdpg=MostReadArticles
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/59/239120.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/784/239114.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/87/239082.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/KaraboLedwaba_1
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/239190.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/178/239113.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/162/239079.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/allindustries
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitJobOffered.aspx
https://www.bizcommunity.com/JobPrepaidPackages.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/AdvertisingRecruitment.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitJobOffered.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/162/168794.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Sugarbird+Gin+-+infused+with+the+spirit+of+%23entrepreneurship+%40SugarbirdGin+%40Thundafund+%23CraftGin+http%3a%2f%2fbizcom.to%2f1%2f3m8q+via+%40Biz_Retail
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://bizcom.to/1/3m8q
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Sugarbird%20Gin%20-%20infused%20with%20the%20spirit%20of%20entrepreneurship%20https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/162/168794.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentSharePopUp.aspx?cnu=%2fArticle%2f196%2f160%2f1.html&cnt=Sugarbird+Gin+-+infused+with+the+spirit+of+entrepreneurship
https://www.bizcommunity.com/AddToMyArchive.aspx?l=196&c=160&ct=1&ci=168794&fa=21&fc=1
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SendToFriend.aspx?l=196&c=160&ct=1&ci=168794
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Print.aspx?l=196&c=160&ct=1&ci=168794
https://www.bizcommunity.com/PDF/PDF.aspx?l=196&c=160&ct=1&ci=168794
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/168/168771.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/advertise
https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SelectCountry.aspx?l=196&c=160
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SelectTopIndustry.aspx?l=196&c=160
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SelectCategory.aspx?l=196&c=160&hfba=1
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Signup.aspx?l=196&c=11
https://www.bizcommunity.com/advertise?utm_source=bizcommunity&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=topstrip
https://www.bizcommunity.com/SubmitNews.aspx?l=196&c=160
https://www.bizcommunity.com/advertise/contactus
https://www.bizcommunity.com/MyAccount/Home.aspx


12/06/2023, 17:05 Sugarbird Gin - infused with the spirit of entrepreneurship

https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/160/168794.html 2/3

“I’ve always been inspired by entrepreneurship as a vehicle for creative expression and
positive change. The idea of Sugarbird inspiring creativity and entrepreneurship in others
fuelled me to help bring this product into the public eye,” says Sugarbird founder, Rob
Heyns.

For every 1,000 bottles bought, proceeds will go towards granting bursaries to intrepid
entrepreneurs (mostly female and previously disadvantaged) who have an idea that they
would like to see bear fruit.

Koi supports entrepreneurs through a range of resources including the KoiPath framework.
Many organisations including Microsoft, mLab, the Bandwidth Barn, the Innovation Hub
and Launchlab provide fully sponsored Koi workshops for startups.

Providing leverage for female entrepreneurs

Sugarbird Gin is a vehicle for female entrepreneurs and offers bursaries to further their
skills and launch their innovations. While internationally, the number of women in
entrepreneurship has doubled in growth compared to their male counterparts, South
African female entrepreneurs only form 31% of the entrepreneurial landscape, according
to a report by SME South Africa.

Sugarbird is hoping to provide leverage for female entrepreneurs through the sales of their
female-focused, fynbos-infused craft gin. Sugarbird plans to put female entrepreneurs
through a two-day ‘Idea Workshop’ hosted by Neil Hinrichsen of Koi Strategy, which is a
fast-paced ‘boot camp style’ workshop that will teach invaluable tips and lessons on how to
take an idea from a thought to a reality.

Crowdfunding campaign

Sugarbird has a Thundafund campaign running to aid in its expansion. Through the
crowdfuding process, Sugarbird hopes to create its gin at scale and make it even more
accessible locally, before expanding internationally. "You have to be a good gin before you
can be a gin that does some good," says the company.

By supporting the campaign, you stand a chance to win prizes such as a private multi-
course gin-infused dinner for two with a chef and mixologist or a three-day long weekend
gin tour of the Western Cape including flights (local), accommodation, all meals and
multiple bottles of our delicious gin. There is also a lucky draw prize for all supporters
where the lucky winner can win Sugarbird gin for an entire year (24 bottles).

Click through to the Thundafund page to find out more about Sugarbird and the amazing
prizes you can win for investing in this proudly South African gin.

Check out some of the pics from the launch event here.
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